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NATIONAL CALL FOR $3.5b FOR MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
Community Mental Health Australia has called on the Gillard Government to invest $3.5b in the Federal Budget to support an urgent focus on integrated support services for housing, employment and social participation for the mentally ill. 

Community Mental Health spokesperson Geoff  Harris says, whilst recent announcements by Mental Health Minister Mark Butler have been heartening, a significant investment in funds is vital to ensure appropriate mental health services can be provided. 
“The Federal Government must continue its move to a more effective mental health system that provides support to people with mental illness where they live in the community,” Mr Harris said. 

“There is irrefutable evidence that shows support in the community not only helps people build better lives, it also reduces their need for emergency and acute care services. Community mental health programs have a regional and rural emphasis.  Accessibility via a range of referral sources including self referral and absence of gap payments improves accessibility to people from lower socio-economic backgrounds or to those not accessing mental health support.
We are calling for investment in ‘new models’ to deliver higher accountability and a focus on effectiveness in the areas of housing, employment and social participation. 
“Connecting people affected by mental illness to their community with jobs, education, training and housing is part of the day to day work of community managed mental health services assists with recovery from mental illness - saves money through reduced hospital admissions.
‘Increased, targeted investment from the Federal Government is urgently required,” Mr Harris said 
Further information: Geoff Harris 0401099555
FACT SHEET FOLLOWS:

Facts about Community Mental Health Australia

· Community Mental Health Australia is a collaboration of the peak bodies for mental health in each state and territory.

· Community Mental Health Australia represents over 800 organisations across Australia. The organisations that comprise Community Mental Health Australia are:
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	Mental Health Coalition South Australia
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	Mental Health Community Coalition ACT
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	Mental Health Coordinating Council
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	Mental Health Council of Tasmania
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	Northern Territory for Mental Health
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	Queensland Alliance for Mental Health
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	WA Association for Mental Health
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