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Background

�„ Australia was one of the first countries to put in 
place a national suicide prevention strategy

�„ Early prevention activities tended to focus on 
completed suicide, but more recently there has 
been an acknowledgement that other suicidal 
thoughts and behaviours are public health 
problems in their own right

�„ More difficult to gauge the extent of suicidal 
ideation, suicide plans and suicide attempts than 
to glean a picture of completed suicide

�„ 2007 NSMHWB provides unique opportunity to 
examine person-based rates of suicidal ideation, 
suicide plans and suicide attempts among 
Australian adults


